The Pursuit of Wisdom Attracts Critics

Seeking to Please Is a Perilous Trap
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Those who pursue the higher life of wisdom, who
seek to live by spiritual principles, must be pre-
pared to be laughed at and condemned. .

Many people who have progressively lowered
their personal standards in an attempt to win social
acceptance and life’s comforts bitterly resent those
of philosophical bent who refuse to compromise
their spiritual ideals and who seek to better them-
selves. Never live your life in reaction to these di-
minished souls. Be compassionate toward them,
and at the same time hold to what you know is
good.

When you begin your program of spiritual
progress, chances are the people closest to you will
deride you or accuse you of arrogance.

It is your job to comport yourself humbly and to
consistently hew to your moral ideals. Cling to
what you know in your heart is best. Then, if you
are steadfast, the very people who ridiculed you
will come to admire you.

If you allow the mean-spirited opinions of others
to make you waver in your purpose, you incur a
double shame.

In trying to please other people, we find ourselves

misdirected toward what lies outside our sphere of

influence. In doing so. we lose our hold on our

life’s purpose. : '
Content yourself with being a lover of wisdom, a

seeker of the truth. Return and return again to

what is essential and worthy.

- Do not try to seem wise to others. :

I you want to live a wise life, live it on your own

terms and in your own eyes. . '

30

31




